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U. S . Buys Produce Linked to Mafia 

Rv JlsifoUr Tfn IhA i : 


By Jack Anderson 
mid Les Whitten 

The Defense Department has 
[bought $1.1 million worth of to- 
matoes. strawberries and can- 
taloupes from a firm whose top 
salesman is alleged Mafia god- 
father Carlos Marcello. 

The produce was approved by 
still another federal agency, the 
Agriculture Department, which 
dutifully inspected the reputed 
Mafia man’s tomatoes and pro- 
nounced them suitable for gov- 
ernment soups and salads. 

Then the Cosa Nostra comesti- 
bles were distributed to Army. 
Navy and Air Force installa- 
tions in Alabama. Florida. Geor- 
2 ia. Louisiana. Mississippi and 
Panama. 

At least two civilian agencies, 
the Public Health Service and 
Veterans Administration, also 
got tomatoes from Marcello 
through the Defense Depart- 
ment. 

Although responsible govern- , 
ment officials privately insist | 
they don’t like doing business 
with a reputed Mafia generalis- 
simo. they are obliged by law to 
buy their tomatoes from the low- 
est bidder. Not unless the toma- 
toes fail to pass muster with the 
Agriculture Department can 
they be rejected. 

The Justice Department has 
brought pressure on govern- 
ment agencies not to do busi- 
ness with mob-tainted compa- 
nies. But Mafia lawyers have 
sued to stop snch discrimina- 
tion. 

Marcello is identified in se- 
[cret government files as “the 
top ranking member of the Ma- 
fia in (the) New Orleans area.” 
He “gained (his) reputation 
[through terroristic activitiles.” 
the files also reveal. 

The public record of his syn- 
dicate connections dates back 


to the Kefauver hearings of the 
1950s. He figured 'again in the 
“Joe Valachi” hearings of the 
1960s and the House crime hear- 
ings of the 1970s. 

The House hearings indicated 
he was a $1.600-a-month “sales- 
man” for the Pelican Tomato Co. 
of New Orleans. Reputed to be 
effective salesman, he 


started out in 1962-63 by helping 
to wangle a tough contract with 
several supermarkets. 

For the record. Marcello has 
said only that he is “a public rel- 
ations man for Pelican Tomato 
and also adviser to Pelican To- 
mato.” He has sworn under oath 
he has never been in the Mafia. 

Ostensibly, he works for Jo- 
seph Matassa. the company sec- 
retary-treasurer. with whom 
Marcello was indicted and ac- 
quitted on a jury tampering 
charge in 1965. 

“He is always a gentleman.” 
said Matassa of Marcello. The 
tomato tycoon denied any 
knowledge of Marcello’s al- 
leged Mafia ties. “We never do 
anything with anybody but good 
people.” he said. We were un- 
able to reach Marcello. 

More on Martin — President 
Ford stubbornly insisted last 
week that American Ambassa- 
[ dor Graham Martin did a “good 
job” of directing the evacuation 
from South Vietnam. 

‘I never had much faith ir 
Monday morning auarterbacks 
or grandstand Quarterbacks.” 
said the President. “I would 
rather put faith in the man who 
carried out a very successful 
evacuation.” 

Apparently, this barb was 
aimed at us. We began reporting j 
last month how Martin was 
[botching the evacuation. Be- 
cause there is a lesson to be 
learned from every disaster, it 
may be worthwhile to review 
the facts. 


Actually, the story began be- 
fore Martin arrived in Saigon in 
July. 1973. We reported on Feb. 
1. 1973. that the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff expected the cease-fire to 
break down and the Commu 
nists to win control of all Viet- 
nam. 

“Secretly, the Joint Chiefs 
don’t believe President Thieu 
can survive . . ..” we wrote. 
‘(They) have grave doubts about 
the South Vietnamese army’s 
ability to repel an offensive 
without massive American air- 
and artillery support.” 

Martin emphatically disa- 
greed with this assessment, and 
he never lost faith in President 
Thieu until Saigon began col- 
lapsing around his ears 

. Even the rout of Thieu’s ar- 
mies in the north didn’t shake 
Martin. He insisted that the 
South Vietnamese army would 
dig in. hold the line and then 
throw the Communists back. • 

When the Saigon defenses 
also began to collapse, his ad- 
visers wanted to encourage the 
formation of a government that 
could negotiate a truce. This 
would permit the United States 
to bow out of Vietnam, they con- 1 


tended, with some degree of 
honor. 

But the militant Martin called 
instead for President Thieu to 
form a stronger war cabinet and 
to stiffen the resistance against 
the Hanoi forces. • i 

Even after Thieu fled the 
country with a parting blast at 
the United States. Martin 
[thought there was time to nego-' 
tiate an honorable settlement. 
He delayed the evacuation, 
therefore, to avoid throwing 
Saigon into chaos. 

The Air Force officer in 
charge of the evacuation effort 
in Saigon. Brig. Gen. Richard 
Baughn. kept pressing to move 
Americans and their Vietnam- 
ese supporters out. In despera- 
tion. he began flying out Viet- 
namese employees without Mar- 
tin’s authorization. - 
The ambassador angrily de- 
manded Baughn’s dismissal 
[ right in the middle of the evacu- 
ation preparations. A successor 
[was rushed to Saigon to take 
over. But in the end. tens of 
thousands of Vietnamese, who 
had worked for the Americans 
and could have been rescued, 
were left behind. 
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